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Why Compete?

“Competitionti”"meAsphaotloogmrgapher and came
always surprised that a single word engenders so many strong and varied
feelings.

Of course, competition has always been a main-stay of camera club life; but,
below the surface, the rationale for competition seems to be far from
universally accepted. I know many club members who say they simply want to
improve their photographic skills and find competition to be, on the one hand
unnecessary, and on the other actually detrimental to becoming a better
photographer.

The arguments against competing go something like this. Competition is
inherently stressful and detracts from the learning atmosphere of the club.
Competition is dominated by the more experienced photographers and
beginners don’'t have a fair chance to
creativity and puts it on conforming to photographic rules and contest criteria.

Competition can’t really teach much ab
each judge has his or her subjective standards. So, with all these negatives
stacked against competition, the obvi o
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photographer.
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comments about them—the very learning experience club competitions were
created for?

(Continued on page 2)
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“Competition is dominated by the more experienced photographers
and beginners donot
who competes has an equal chance; logically, experience is often—
though certainly not always—an advantage. But if experience is a factor
i n winning, doesn’t that suggest
aspirants, and it was the new learning from each competition that
helped them improve?

“Competition takes the focus off of creativity and puts it on
conforming to photographic rules and contest criteria.
tough one, since it's true tha+
more often than not—if followed lead to success. And, it would be fair
to say that learning the technicalities can, initially, lead to about the
same level of creativity as practicing musical scales. One has to,
however, learn the rules before one can break them. Otherwise, how
does a burgeoning photographer understand what he or she did that
was new and creative that worked? If you will, what it was that made
his or her work, not only different from, but better than the
competition? As to individual contest criteria, they are only guidelines
that define the minimum category parameters for what is acceptable in
any competition.

“Competition canot really t each
practices, since each judge has his or her subjective standards.”
enough, | actually find this the most compelling argument for
competition. It is true that judges have their own standards that
supplement those established by PSA and other photographic
organizations. But, in the long-run, all our lovingly crafted images will
also be viewed by friends, relatives, potential clients and complete
strangers; every one of whom will bring his or her own objective and
subjective views to bear on our work. What better way than
competition to learn how well our growing photographic talent plays in
a world of widely varying opinion?

I n the beginning I
guestion, “Why not ?"”
better way to meet that goal than to compete.

asked, “Why
I f the goal

AThis article is reproduced with
the PSA Journal, the official magazine of the Photographic Society of
America, Inc. (PSA). For information on PSA membership, please write to
PSA Headquarters, 3000 United Founders Blvd., Suite 103, Oklahoma
City, OK 73112 -3940 . 0

New Members

SPS wishes to welcome new members Frederic Fu and
Linda Kenny.
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A View from the Board - A monthly summary of the Board Meeting - by Sheri Diggins

Banquet - 47 people attended. Since the room and location were satisfactory, Ron has reserved it for our banquet next
year. We can cancel the reservation if necessary.

Voted to approve the purchase of new lamps / bulbs for the display stand used on Print Night.

Judging - discussed if there were any benefit to having a 4th judge whose score would only count when one of the other
judge’'s images was shown (the score for the judge’s i mag
rounded up.) Decided that this would not offer any benefit, and would only cycle faster through our pool of members

who are willing to judge.

Handbook revisions -
By consensus agreed to change the name of the “Honors Achi

Voted to change the end of year special category Print aws

Discussed the lack of participation in the end of year special category competitions. Discussed whether they should or
could be eliminated, as several were established to honor past members. Shelved for further discussion at a future
time. More effort will be made to promote the competitions in the hopes of more participation.

Agreed that the same image may not be entered in the end of year competitions in the Projected and Print Divisions.

McMahon, Dick 16 39.9 617 888 6 7 6 8
Share, Norman N. 15 39.0 566 767 5 8 1 2
Cordts, Margret Mari 12 40.1 474 1130 8 13 1 3
Rutkin, Maurene 11 38.1 412 640 1 2 1 2
Ferrara, George 7 277 987 5 12 2 3
Datta, Suvro 7 272 966 3 10 0 2
Diggins, Sheri 7 268 852 2 6 0 2
Chapin, lan 7 267 498 3 19 0 1
Rutkin, Robert 6 230 535 1 5 2 2
Hudson, Glenn 6 225 225 2 2 1 1
Ruljancich, Sam 5 203 1032 4 10 1 3
Dunstan, Marilyn 5 193 494 1 1 0 1
Cornicello, John 4 160 471 2 6 1 4
Thompson, Gretcher 4 159 515 2 5 1 3
Pease, Mary 4 158 158 3 3 0 0
Adams, Caryn 4 152 267 2 2 2 3
Hodgen, Jacque 4 150 463 0 5 1 3
McArthur, Doug 3 116 188 1 1 1 1
Koskie, Al 3 113 151 1 1 0 0
Curtis, Peggy 3 110 110 1 1 0 0
Everds, Nancy 2 79 120 1 2 1 1
Hamann, Richard 2 76 76 1 1 0 0
Smiley, John M. 2 75 187 1 1 0 1
Diepenbrock, Chris 1 41 79 1 1 0 0
Collias, Eugene 1 39 39 1 1 0 0
Downar, Jim 1 39 77 0 0 0 0
Engquist, Wendy 1 39 75 0 0 0 0
Ewins, Sylvia 1 39 39 1 1 0 0
Pease, Alfred 1 39 39 0 0 0 0
Rogers, Darin 1 38 38 0 0 0 0
Shoeman, Evie 1 38 38 0 0 0 0
Livdahl, Mike 1 37 37 0 0 0 0
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Projected Image Division

Maker

Open

George Ferrara, APSA
Frank Dobrushken
Fran McCullough
Maureen Rutkin

Sam Ruljancich
Caryn Adams

Steve Hawley

Larry Lancaster
Wendy Engquist
Julee Anne Jackson
Darin Rogers

Suvro Datta

Eugene Collias, APSA
Doug McArthur
Glenn Hudson

John Cornicello
Sylvia Ewins

Robert Rutkin
Margret Maris Cordts

Michael Lavery

Joyce Estep
Richard Hamann
Travis Billet
Gerry Dunbar
Nature

Mike Livdahl

Jim Downar
Ginger Jeromchek
Peggy Curtis
Beverly McArthur
Lisa Ni

Kathy Admire

lan Chapin
Altered Reality
John Smiley
Phillip Brugalette
Norm Share
Alan Berry

* Each image receiving one of the two highest scores in its Category earns one Merit Point.
PCi Peop!l e 6 8 Thsimagde evas voted best in its Category by persons present.

Projected Director
Digital Director

Commentator
Judges

Title

Stained Glass
Zabriske Point
Adoration

Join Me For A Swim
Morning Stroll
Library Reflections

St Helens of Bishopgate,
London

Blowing Glass

Dust Storm

Chapel Bridge Tower
Claire

The Feet

Eleanor

Two Calla
Horsepower

Sunday Drive

Spring in Palouse 2

Wolf Howling at the Moon

Before the Performance
No Phone, No Pool, No
Nothing Left

Memorial Day

Guitar Player

Juno Bathing

Garden Steps

Eagle At Sunrise
Lower Deception Falls
Macaw

Primula

Canyon Trees
Chinese Fan Dancing
Tri-Colored Heron
Snail & Muscles

Spinning on the Swing
Interrupting Lunch
Italian Door #3
Should Be White

Julee Anne Jackson
Jim Downar
Sam Ruljancich

June 2, 2009

Medium Score Award PC

Slide
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital

Slide
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital

Slide
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital

41
40
39
39
39
39

39

39
38
38
37
37
37
36
36
36
36

36
36

36

36
35
35
34

40
38
38
37
37
37
37
35

40
38
37
34

1t * PC
2nd *
3rd
3rd
3rd
3rd
3rd
3rd
Maureen Rutkin
Join Me For A Swim
Mike Livdahl
Eagle At Sunrise
st *
2nd
2nd
34 PC ‘
3I’d |
3rd =
3rd Jim Downar
Lower Deception Falls
st * PC
2nd
3rd

Peggy Curtis
Primula

Margret Maria Cordts, Richard Hamann, and Sharon Victor
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Frank Dobrushken Zabriske Point Fran McCullough Adoration

Caryn Adams
Library Reflections

Sam Ruljancich Morning Stroll Steve Hawley St Helens of Bishopgate, London

Darin Rogers
Claire

Larry Lancaster Blowing Glass

Eugene Collias, APSA
Eleanor

John Smiley Spinning on the Swing Phillip Brugalette Interrupting Lunch

Projected Night
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Print Division
June 16th, 2009

Small Color

Small B&W

Large Color

Large B&W

Beverly McAnhue
Jim Ewins

Frank Dobrushken
Robert Rutkin
Caryn Adams
Maurene Rutkin
Doug McArthur
Peggy Curtis

Jerry Dunbar

Norman Share

Gretchen Thompson

Jacque Hodgen
Chris Diepenbrock
Roy Richards
Pamela Ostrowski
Glenn Hudson
Dick McMahon
Al Koskie

Sam Ruljancich
llene Samowitz
Mike Livdahl
Sylvia Ewins

Richard Hamann
Mathew Curtz

Assignment Prints

Small Color

Small B&W
Large Color

Small B&W

Judges; Roy Richards, llene Samowitz, Sam Ruljancich

Robert Rutkin

Jim Ewins

Frank Dobrushken
Caryn Adams
Jerry Dunbar

Sam Ruljancich
Muriel Siadak
Maurene Rutkin
Michael Lavery

Doug McArthur

llene Samowitz
Glenn Hudson
Dick McMahon
Peggy Curtis
Norman Share
Sylvia Ewins

Roy Richards

Director: Alan Moodie
Prints this evening = 41

Ellie

Mammoth Upper Terrace
Death Valley Sage Brush
Pick Me -- Pick Me

Upstairs at Timpanogos Harley

Swimming Into the Maelstrom
Parrot Tulip

Parrot Tulip

Hood Ornament

Lighthouse Impression

Highway 26

The Red Chair

Truck at Dusty

Bryce Detail

Feeding Time
Luminous Orchid
Arboretum Winter
Golden Iris

Subtle Beauty
Tidepool Dreaming
Arboretum Early Spring
Grand Canyon of Yellowstone

Jazz Guitar
Shadow on Building

Metamorphosis

Shutter Bug

Abstract Macro?
Peruvian Lily

Rosebud

Peach of a Flower

Tulip Tarantula

Begonia Beauty

Azalea- Lens Baby Macro

Nautilus #3

Fern Patterns
Slices of Light
Bucket of Bolts
Primula I

Old Man Orchid
Garden Rose

Small Cluster

41
39
39
38
38
37
37
34
34

38

42

42
39
38
38
38
37
37
36
36
35
34

39
35

40
39
39
38
36
36
36
35
32

40

42
40
38
38
37
37

38

1st * pc
2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd

1st pc

1st * pc
Ist *
2nd
3rd
3rd
3rd

1st pc
2nd

1st *
2nd
2nd
3rd pc

1st * pc

Ist*
2nd pc
3rd
3rd

1st pc

Commentator ; Charles Needle

Gral

= el
!

!
|

Sylvia Ewins
nd Canyon of Yellowstone

Sylvia Ewins
Garden Rose

Jim Ewins
Shutter Bug

Frank Dobrushken
Abstract Macro?

Print Changer ; Glenn Hudson Tabulator ; Muriel Siadak * = merit point, pc = peoples choice

Jim Ewins
Mammoth Upper Terrace
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SPS Print Division Year End Totals for 2008-09
Sm Sm Merit
Photographer High 10  All All B&W Lg B&W Color Lg Color Merit Pts  Pts PC PC
Point Avg Total Average Total Total Total Total This Year Total This Year Total

Al Koskie 186  37.20 186 0 1 0 0
Alan Moodie 239  39.80 42 197 2 91 2 3
Alfred Pease 4090 564 40.30 39 40 485 2 2 4 4
Alicia Richards 151  37.80 75 76 1 5 0 0
Bob Green 77 38.50 77 0 2 0 0
Carrie Glover 39 39.00 39 0 0 0 0
Caryn Adams 4150 795 39.75 83 117 357 238 7 9 8 12
Chris Diepenbrock 38 38.00 38 0 0 0 0
Darin Rogers 78 39.00 78 0 0 0 0
Diana Valenti 74 37.00 37 37 0 0 0 0
Dick McMahon 40.90 483  40.25 483 1 24 3 3
Doug McArthur 40.10 706 39.22 354 352 2 25 4 10
Eric Badeau 203  40.60 42 82 79 2 2 1 1
Eugene Collias 38.30 492 37.85 77 113 37 265 0 7 0 1
Fletcher Pomeroy 39.60 583 38.87 114 469 1 36 0 2
Glenn Hudson 4290 988 41.17 285 43 660 10 37 11 23
lan Chapin 314  39.25 39 41 156 78 1 11 1 3
Jacque Hodgen 43 43.00 43 1 6 1 2
Janine Boyer 37.80 449 37.42 262 187 0 0 0 0
Jim Downar 316 39.50 198 118 2 3 0 0
Jim Ewins 40.70 788 39.40 117 79 230 362 1 5 0 1
Joyce Estep 75 37.50 39 36 0 3 0 0
Kathy Admire 156  39.00 39 117 0 14 0 0
Margret Marie Cordts 36 36.00 36 0 1 0 1
Marilyn Dunstan 355 39.44 82 273 1 18 1 1
Mary Pease 39.10 542 38.71 78 464 0 0 0 0
Maurene Rutkin 234 39.00 155 79 1 1 0 0
Michael Lavery 71 35.50 35 36 0 0 0 0
Mike Livdahl 38.70 387 38.70 114 273 0 0 1 1
Muriel Siadak 71 35.50 35 36 0 0 1 1
Nancy Everds 82 41.00 40 42 1 6 0 7
Norman Share 40.20 437  39.73 161 41 235 2 8 3 4
Peggy Curtis 39.20 427 38.82 39 226 162 2 2 2 3
Richard Hamann 119  39.67 39 42 38 1 1 2 2
Robert Rutkin 40.20 509 39.15 159 41 189 120 3 3 3 5
Roy Richards 39.80 474 39.50 79 395 1 17 1 1
Sam Ruljancich 39.70 852 38.73 191 37 195 429 2 20 1 1
Sylvia Ewins 41.10 913 39.70 79 81 161 592 4 6 1 2
Wendy Engquist 145  36.25 70 75 0 0 1 1

First isRED

Second isBLUE

Third isGREEN
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Projected Image Division June 23, 2009

Maker Title Medium  Score Award PC

Altered Reality Category (8 images)

Sheri Diggins Fire Rings Digital 38 1st PC

Sam Ruljancich Floral Experiment Digital 37 2nd

Maurene Rutkin Iris Watercolor Digital 37 2nd

Robert Rutkin Oh, I'm so Dizzy Digital 37 2nd

Norman N. Share Montréal Stairs Impression Digital 37 2nd

George Ferrara Court Jester Slide 35 3rd

Dick McMahon Makes Me Dizzy Slide 35 3rd

Nature Category (11 images)

Murali Narayanan Pelican Headthrow Digital 39 Istx  PC P"\e’l'ilé;e:]'weg gﬁg‘\'ﬂ,‘\"“
Kathy Admire Green Heron Digital 39 1st*

Fran McCullough Marmot Digital 39 1st*

Phillip Brugalette Bug Digital 37 2nd

Ginger Jeromchek Fledgling Robin Slide 37 2nd

Jim Downar Slug Digital 36 3rd

Alicia Richards Crater Lake Digital 36 3rd

Al Koskie Seal Family Digital 35

Lisa Ni Role Model Digital 34

Michael Lavery In for a Landing Digital 33

Muriel Siadak Morning Dew Digital 32

Open Category (19 images)

Glenn Hudson Visualize Ballard Digital 42 1st* PC

Gretchen Thompson Luna Park Café Digital 41 2nd*

Chris Diepenbrock Shortcake Shop Digital 40 3rd Kathy Admire
Marilyn Dunstan On Your Mark, Get Set, Go Digital 40 3rd Green Heron
John Cornicello Offering Guidance Digital 39

Sylvia Ewins Palouse Barn Digital 39

Caryn Adams Snoozin' in the Sun Digital 38

Frank Dobrushken Dance of the Seven Veils Digital 38

Wendy Engquist Volvo Sport Canvas No. 1 Digital 38

lan Chapin Flaming Hood Digital 38

Suvro Datta Before the Concert Digital 38

Alan Berry Italian Shoreline Digital 38 Phillip Brugalette
Richard Hamann Concrete and Clouds Digital 37 Bug
Mike Livdahl Mt. Rainier Winter View Digital 37

Darin Rogers Adrienne Digital 37

John M. Smiley Floats Digital 36

Margret Maria Cordts Listening Carefully Digital 36

Steve Hawley Muntplein at Dusk, Amsterdam Digital 36

Jerry Dunbar Koi Digital 35

* One Merit Point is awarded to the makers of the images in each category that receive 1st and 2nd
place and score 39 or above.

PC- People's Choice This image was voted best in its category by persons present.
Projected Image Director Alicia Richards

Commentator
Judges

Eugene Collias

Jerry Dunbar, Steve Hawley, Wendy Engquist

Digital Director

Jim Downar

Frank Dobrushken
Dance of the Seven Veils
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Sheri Diggins Fire Rings Maurene Rutkin Iris Watercolor

John Cornicello
Offering Guidance

Fran McCullough  Marmot Alicia Richards Crater Lake

Sylvia Ewins
Palouse Barn

Glenn Hudson  Visualize Ballard Gretchen Thompson Luna Park Café

Mike Livdahl
Mt. Rainier Winter View

Chris Diepenbrock Shortcake Shop Marilyn Dunstan On Your Mark, Get Set, Go

Projected Night
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Nature Category Summary 20082009 Competition Year

Maker

Jeromchek, Ginger
Admire, Kathy
Adams, Caryn
Downar, Jim
Narayanan, Murali
Hudson, Glenn
Engquist, Wendy
Ferrara, George
Livdahl, Mike
Jackson, Julee Anne
Rogers, Darin
Smiley, John M.
Brugalette, Phillip
Pease, Mary
Curtis, Peggy

Ni, Lisa

Chapin, lan

Pease, Alfred
Rutkin, Robert
Samowitz, llene
Starr, Sarah
Everds, Nancy
Cordts, Margret Maria
Koskie, Al

Berry, Alan
Lavery, Michael
McMahon, Dick
King, Douglas
Datta, Suvro
Thompson, Gretchen
Diggins, Sheri
Badeau, Eric
Hodgen, Jacque
Rutkin, Maurene
Richards, Alicia
Hamann, Richard
Hepworth, Alan
Ruljancich, Sam
Ewins, Sylvia

Le, Thao

Estep, Joyce
Mosvold, Erik
Diepenbrock, Chris
Monroe, Brett
Roman, Ted
Dunstan, Marilyn
Mosvold, Terry
Share, Norman N.
Fahlstrom, Neil
Collias, Eugene

Images
Submitted

13
12

[N
[
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Avg. of Top € 2008-9
Scores Points

40.1 508
39.3 461
38.5 415
38.4 344
39.8 318
199

194

190

189

186

153

152

149

149

147

145

120

119

117

117

117

116

115

114

110

109

82

81

80

78

77

76

75

74

73

71

68

41

40

40

39

39

37

37

37

36

36

36

35

33

Total
Points

9019
2662
455
420
926
199
304
14113
189
7717
264
6509
1433
149
186
145
1704
119
306
474
7429
329
646
269
110
109
3621
1108
1238
235
657
76
181
257
492
71
68
1254
40
40
707
39
75
37
75
2560
36
1395
35
8481

2008-9
MP

OO OO0 0000 O0OFrRPOPFRPOOOOOOFRPNRPFPPFPNOOOFRPPFPONONPOOOORPRPFPONMNOPFPWRARRLEPL,W-AN

Total
MP

65
15
1
2
12
3
1
111
2
10
1
10
7
0
0
0
10
2

N
= N O

OO OFr b

w
w

OO NOOWOODOOOFrRPROOODOOFRPROOOMMWNSN

20089 Total

PC

OO OO0 O0DO0ODO0ODO0OO0OPFPRPOO0OO0OO0ODODO0ODO0OO0OONRPFPFMNOOPFPOOOOOOPFrRPOOOOOOODOFrRrROORRFRPRPEPREDS

PC
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Open Category

Collias, Eugene
Ruljancich, Sam
Cornicello, John
Brugalette, Phillip
Engquist, Wendy
Rogers, Darin
Rutkin, Robert
Datta, Suvro
Thompson, Gretchen
Jackson, Julee Anne
Smiley, John M.
Koskie, Al

Chapin, lan
McArthur, Doug
Admire, Kathy
Ferrara, George
Downar, Jim
Pease, Alfred
Richards, Alicia
Dunstan, Marilyn
Hamann, Richard
Diggins, Sheri
Hudson, Glenn
Rutkin, Maurene
Pease, Mary
Diepenbrock, Chris
Jeromchek, Ginger
Livdahl, Mike
Adams, Caryn
Cordts, Margret Maria
Ni, Lisa

Shoeman, Evie
Starr, Sarah
Samowitz, llene
Hodgen, Jacque
Lavery, Michael
Siadak, Muriel
Badeau, Eric
Everds, Nancy
Hornung, Michael
Le, Thao

Green, Bob
Shettle, Steve
Valenti, Diana
Pennant, Jack
Folks, Judy

King, Douglas
Clark, Polly
Watkins, Todd
Blanchard, Ellen
Curtis, Peggy
Ewins, Sylvia
Share, Norman N.
Talbot, Heather
Estep, Joyce
MacGregor, Sharon

16
15
15
13
13
12
12
12
12
12
11
11
10
10

38
40.3
40.1
38.9
37.9
39.3

39

39
38.9
38.5
38.4
38.4
39.4
39.4
38.8
38.1
37.6
39.9
37.8
36.5

July 2009 Page 11
Submitted Avg. of Top 8 08-09 Points Total Points 08-09 MP  Total MP 08-09 PC Total PC
586 11354 1 9 0 2
586 1960 6 15 1 7
579 1873 3 23 0 12
490 1812 2 8 0 4
481 922 1 2 0 0
463 994 3 6 2 2
459 575 3 5 1 2
457 2900 3 16 1 7
457 621 2 4 3 6
450 9253 1 16 0 3
414 6036 1 13 1 1
410 824 2 5 1 1
390 1909 5 16 0 2
389 1179 4 7 0 2
346 2485 3 18 2 2
341 14020 3 142 1 17
335 489 3 4 1 1
319 319 6 6 0 0
302 1131 2 5 0 0
292 2834 1 8 0 3
268 268 2 2 1 1
266 1070 3 8 0 3
235 235 4 4 2 2
226 338 0 0 0 0
179 179 0 0 0 0
157 231 2 2 2 2
156 8349 1 39 1 6
153 153 0 0 0 0
152 334 0 0 0 0
146 767 0 7 0 5
144 144 0 0 0 0
116 116 1 1 0 0
115 8838 0 31 0 7
114 1094 1 9 1 4
111 572 0 4 0 5
108 108 1 1 1 1
106 106 0 0 0 0
78 78 1 1 0 0
76 543 1 6 0 1
76 191 0 1 0 1
76 76 0 0 0 0
75 908 0 1 0 2
74 144 0 0 0 0
73 73 0 0 0 0
68 68 0 0 0 0
42 954 1 8 0 2
40 881 1 6 0 3
39 7131 0 24 0 2
39 2811 0 21 0 3
38 38 0 0 0 0
38 113 0 1 0 0
38 75 0 0 0 0
38 1525 0 10 0 4
37 37 0 0 0 0
36 1087 0 1 0 0
36 36 0 0 0 0
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Seattle Photographic Society

c¢/o Crown Hill United Methodist Church
8500 14th Avenue NW
Seattle, WA 98117

www.SeattlePhotographic.com

SPS Meeting and Events Schedule

August 4 Projected Night Meetings are held every Tuesday
August 11 Board Meeting (7 pm) evening beginning at 7:30 PM at
Crown Hill United Methodist
Church located at 8500 14th Ave
NW, Seattle, WA 98117.

August 18 Print Night
August 25 Projected Night



